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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
	Kaution Korner 

By Ric "CLUTCH' Case 

FIRST TOP CATS' SADDLE SOAR 450 

43 degrees, skies ominous and a forecast that includ-
ed severe weather warnings blanketing the area we 
were destined to go. Not exactly a reason to leave a 
nice, warm bed at 6:00 AM. But leave it I did and met 
up with the Top Cats assembling at the Mobil station 
in Lake Zurich. 

The first 90 or so miles were wet and cold. Road con-
ditions were what you would expect: Slippery inter-
sections, road snakes and the tenseness that usually 
accompanies operating a motorcycle in these condi-
tions. This would change. 

After our first scheduled stop, we headed West on WI 
60. The road was noticeably drier and the tempera-
ture improved little by little until 10 degrees had been 
added to our starting temperature as we pulled into 
our 2nd stop. It would get better. 

The remaining 2/3 of the ride in west central 
Wisconsin was magnificent! Good weather, great 
roads and a well designed route. Larry Scalzitti had 
created an excellent long distance event, the first of its 
kind for the Top Cats. What a shame that it would be 
a full year for another opportunity to experience this 
adventure. But, like the weather on this ride day, this 
would change for the better. 

Activities Chairman, Jim Haase, has announced The 
Top Cats Country Classic Redux. The date is firm for 
July 17th. Arrange your schedule to make this event. 
It is a great one and in my opinion why we ride motor-
cycles. 

Tips for Group Riding 	 
Tip #1 - The skies were bright and sunny when you left your 
departure point. Now the skies have darkened. Will it turn into 
rain or will it bypass you? Bard Boand taught me to watch the 
on coming traffic. If their windshield wipers are on, it a very 
good bet you're going to be encountering rain pretty soon. So 
it starts to drizzle and you WANT to stop and suit up, nobody 
else in the group seems interested in stopping, but you don't 
want to be left behind. POINT to your gas tank AND make 
sure it goes forward. Even if you're the only one who wants 
to stay dry. There is little less comfort than being wet AND 
cold. Let's take it one step further...the group did not stop 
quickly enough to suit up and now you're wet. Again use your 
gas tank pointing to get the group to pull over and get dried 
out. 

Tip # 2 - You want to ride faster than most of the group and 
your group is NOT riding in separated speed groups. Even if 
you're are broken into separate speed groups your ride will be 
faster if you ride in the back of the group. It takes longer to 
catch up when others have a head start. Don't forget to notify 
your Road "Daddy" Captain what you intend to do. Conversely, 
you want to ride slower than most of the group. Request to ride 
behind the Road Captain also known as the number three spot 
or behind the officer riding shotgun also known as the number 
four spot. The reason you'll get a slower ride is you get a little 
bit of a head start and those behind you are catching up. 

Tip # 3 - The rider in front or behind you is making your ride 
uncomfortable. They may be riding inconsistently, too close, 
leaving too much of a gap, not taking a good line through the 
curves. Observe the rest of the group. Identify someone you 
do have a high level of comfort and confidence in. For what-
ever reason, at your earliest convenience (i.e. the next stop) 
find a more favorable position for you within the group. 

Tip # 4 - You get separated from the group and you are the new 
leader. You're uncomfortable in the lead position. Request the 
motorcycle rider in the next lane to move past you and take the 
lead until you all catch up with the rest of the group using 
proper procedures for overtaking another motorcycle in the 
opposite track. Then you may return to your original position 
when you catch up to the rest of the group but, it's safer to stay 
where you are until the next stop. 

Tip # 5 - Remember, courtesy is the order of the day. Try not 
to offend anyone when requesting repositioning or requesting 
an opportunity to suit up or dry out. Treat your fellow riders as 
brothers and sisters of Top cats. 

Saddle Up! 

Jim "Iceman" Heniff 



Annual NISRA Fishing 
Classic 

By Chuck Prettyman 

The Annual NISRA Fishing Classic is June 5, 
2004 at Bangs Lake in Wauconda. 

Topcats are invited to attend starting at noon 
at the Wauconda Park District facilities at 600 
Main Street across from the High School. 
Anyone interested in a Ride before the event 
is welcome to meet at Broken Oar for break-
fast at 8:00 A.M. and/or to ride at 9:00 A.M. 

If time allows I will conjure a route of 60-65 
miles that will lead us back to the Park in 
Wauconda. 

Last year O.J. Simpson gathered T-shirts, Do-
rags, and other bike rider paraphernalia in 
enough quantity that every NISRA participant 
received something. Joe Rabanus took 
Polaroid's and made picture holders with Top 
Cats Logos for each NISRA subject. Just a 
suggestion, corporate promo items would not 
be in the spirit of the event. If anyone has an 
item to raffle off and would like to pass out 
tickets to the participants and give something 
spectacular, or even great, or maybe pretty 
nice, it would be a good thing to do. 

If you have any ideas, or are willing to step up 
and provide some gifts, tokens or memorabil-
ia for (at least) 65 people, please let me know. 
Your presence is very welcome and it can be 
a rewarding couple of hours even if you only 
show up for the picnic at noon. 

Diesel Diagnostics 	 
By Joe "Diesel" Rabanus 

There are a number of factors that greatly 
increase your chances for a flat tire ... regard-
less if it's on your car, or on your motorcycle. 

1. You ride on 'sport' tires, which not only 
have thinner (thickness) rubber casings (easi-
er to penetrate), but also put more square 
inches of rubber on the road (the wider the 
contact patch on the road, obviously, the more 
chances you have of running over something). 

2. It's raining ... and everything you run over 
is thus pre-lubricated, making penetration of 
these objects into the tire's rubber compound 
much easier. 

3. You forgot to bring along your tire repair kit 
today. 

Probably the most important fact to remember, 
however, is that 90% of all tire failures (flats, 
blow-outs, cuts, gashes, slashes, etc.) from 
running over nails, screws, glass, metal 
objects, rocks, curbs, and little old ladies ... 
occur within the last 10% of tread depth! 
Therefore, change often, and change early ... 
it's much safer! 

, 
We are always looking for photos taken of Top Cats' events 

to publish in ROAR. Old or new photos in either hard 
copy, or digital format (disk, e-mail, preferably .JPG) 

Photos will be returned if requested. Please have the name 
and date of the event accompany the pictures for accuracy. 

REWARD 
The reward? You have the opportunity to contribute to 

the permanent record of Top Cats' history. 

If you would like to become an "Official" Top Cats pho- 
tographer, please notify Carmen Morin, of the Activities 

Committee at: mcarmia@aol.com . 

Top Cats has a discount arrangement with Ritz Camera 
(#1470) on developing film. Feel free to use it when 

processing film or discs of Top Cats' events. 



Taillight Trauma 
Ride Your Own Ride, Especially in Fast Company 

Submitted by Jim Haase 

You've been invited to go for a ride with some motorcyclists 
you met at the bike shop. You don't know these riders, but 
they all ride bikes similar to yours, and are in the same age 
bracket, and wear quality riding gear. Showing up for the ride 
today, you look forward to socializing with them. You're a bit 
surprised when one of the leaders suddenly announces it's 
time to go, without any further explanation. You quickly get 
your helmet and gloves but fund yourself at the back of the 
pack as the leaders accelerates down the street and turns off 
onto a narrow road into the hills. 
The group turns out to be more aggressive than you had 
assumed, and you're concerned the other riders will think 
you're less skilled than you are. To avoid falling behind, you 
simply focus on the taillight of the bike ahead and try to fol-
low the same line at the same speed. 
Suddenly, as you lean over hard into a tight corner, you feel 
your rear tire lose traction, and instinctively roll off the throt-
tle, but that just makes it worse. The bike heads for the grav-
el shoulder, and you instantly know you're going to crash. 
Luckily, both you and the bike come to a stop in the under-
brush without hitting any big rocks or trees. You aren't seri-
ously injured, but you're very embarrassed, and your bike has 
extensive damage. 
While it can be fun to ride with a group, you should under-
stand that some riders are very competitive, and their group 
rides often turn out to be races-not social events. You should 
also be aware that riders at the back of a group must ride faster 
than the leader to catch up. It's easier to maintain your posi-
tion if you are prepared to fall in directly behind the ride 
leader, rather at the back of the pack. 
Moreover, allowing yourself to focus on the taillight ahead 
will draw your attention away from riding your own bike. It's 
never smart to assume that you can maintain the same pace as 
a rider ahead simply by trying to do what he's doing. You are 
responsible for controlling your own bike, and that includes 
planning your own cornering lines for maximum traction, 
scrutinizing the surface for hazards, and making smooth throt- 
tle-to-brake transitions. 

Excerpted with permission from Street Strategies: A Survival Guide 
for Motorcyclists by David Hough, $19.95, ISBN 1-889540-69-2. 
Copyright © 2001 by BowTie Press. 

-n 	 T 
Need 

Help with- 
Income Taxes? 

Divorce Planning? 
Business Valuation? 

Business Accounting? 
Financial Audits or Reviews? 

Computer Systems Assistance? 
Business or Personal Planning? 

You need the 
NumbersMan 

Donald J. Schaffer, CPA/ABV 

Schaffer, Vietinghoff & Wallach, PC. 
3710 Commercial Ave. #1 

Northbrook, IL 60062 
(847)564-4500 #17 

NumbersMan@TheCpas.Biz 

Advice rendered by our firm is totally inde-
pendent. We do not sell or take any commis-
sions or incentives for recommending insur-
ance, stocks, annuities, or other financial 

,products 
11_ 	 1 
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r.,3r1 Incntis 

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, Proprietors, 
Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of large, medi-
um and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 
The content and opinions expressed in articles are those of the authors and not, nec-
essarily those of Top Cats - Illinois. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 

(jheniff@mailstation.com) 
847/381-5357 

Vice President 	Chuck Prettyman 
(cpman4@aol.com) 

847/382-4269 

Treasurer 	Don Schaffer 
(numbersman@thecpas.biz) 

847/564-1489 

Secretary 	Ken Glassman 
(Ihawkeye50@hotmaiLcom) 

847/394-2646 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	Sanra Vernon 
(vern693@aol.com) 

847/634-6402 

Director 	Rose Temple 
(rtemple@acnielsen.com) 

847/516-8825 

Director 	John Fraccaro 
(ffraccaro@juno.com) 

847/697-9607 

Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 
(tazman69er@netscape.net) 

815/459-9345 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 
(tlizardkumro@aol.com) 

847/639-4009 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOMISE: (847) 622-3501 e-mail: topcats_mcc@hotmail.com  

NEXT MEETING: June 1, 2004 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim Haase (jimhaase@comcast.net) 847/776-7845 
Advertising 	Don Schaffer (numbersman@thecpas.biz) 847/564-1489 
Membership 	Lynn Adams (leadams38@msn.com ) 847/657-9363 
Charity Ride 	Rose Temple (rtemple@acnielsen.com) 847/516-8825 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcom) 847/382-4269 
Products 	Janet Riddick (riddick@wickes.com ) 847/548-8447 
Communications 	John Fraccaro (ffraccaro@juno.com ) 
Roar 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 
Website 	Sal Saccomanno (salsacco@ameritech.net) 
Hotline 	Jim Haase (iimhaase(&,comcast.net) 

847/697-9607 
847/854-4137 

847/526-5200 
847/776-7845 

Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net ) 847/363-1542 
Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com) 847/438-4998 

UAMYV'S CYCIT 

1114LENAWI MIMS, INC 

(847) 669-0256 
Fax (847) 669-0772 

www.randyscycle.com  

RANDY WEAVER 
11013 Route 47 
P.O. Box 516 
Huntley, IL 60142 

550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWW.DPHONDA.COM  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines Il. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 



First Annual Saddlesore 450 
By Numbersman 

What do you do when you get home at 7:30 PM after 
a twelve and one half hour day with your trip counter 
telling you the ride was 492 miles? You get back on 
the bike and ride another 8 miles to get to an even 
500. That's the spirit of Larry Scalzitti's first shot at 
ride leadership. 

Snoopy always starts his attempts at writing a novels 
with "It was a dark and stormy night. How about a 
dreary and ready to rain morning, with ten bikes 
ready to ride, plus Ric Case to send us off. Larry led 
Topcats Jim Heniff, Wayne Kirkpatrick, Gary 
Brandt, John Snelgrove, Jim Haase, Kevin and Janet 
Riddick, and yours truly, along with guest Gordon 
Tapley off toward Wisconsin after a gentle hint from 
Traveler about rain gear. Well, what started as 50 
degrees and just a few drops of rain turned into 45 
degrees and enough rain to soak a jacket by the time 
we were a few minutes out of the station. First stop 
was to be 90 miles and two hours away. Hasse, 
Tapley and the Riddicks got pretty well soaked and 
wisely packed it in early in the first leg. To be com-
pletely fair, Kevin had said before we started that he 
doesn't mind cold, but hates to ride in the rain. Why 
is it that he is smart enough to know it is not neces-
sary to suffer, when I can't seem to get that concept? 
The rest of the hearty band pressed on and were 
rewarded with dry air and rising temppratures about 
one hundred fifty miles into the trip. 

Once out of the rain, we could begin enjoying the 
beautiful countryside through which our route took 
us. Have you ever noticed the variety of decorations 
at the entry to rural driveways? We saw everything 
from multi-colored antique tractors to decorated 
American flags. One house had a mail box on which 
was mounted the front end of a motorcycle. The ride 
from stop two was a beautiful 23 mile stretch of 
Highway 78 that twisted along the shore of Lake 
Wisconsin, followed by 54 miles of Highway 60 
along the Wisconsin River. Excellent views, and 
combination of mid-speed twisties and high speed 
sweepers. Fortunately, the road had pretty well dried 
out when we came through. 

Once the sun was out we began to see other riders 
enjoying the relatively open roads. Larry maintained 
a leisurely and steady pace throughout the ride, and 
the rest of us took turns riding shotgun so everyone 
could get a little view of open road in front of them. 
That's what's nice about having a relatively small 

group. The route went through lots of great little 
towns, some relatively modern and others looking 
like they were frozen in the 1940's. I had not been 
through Hustisford in about 30 years. It looks 
unchanged. The route went as far north as 
Wisconsin Dells, and west almost to the Mississippi 
River. Plattville looks like it could use a coat of 
paint. I guess they miss the Spring practice money. 

In spite of a minor undocumented enhancement, my 
odometer clocked the official ride at 463, which is 
about as close to the planned 461 as you can get. 
You have to add my 29 mile round trip from 
Northbrook to get to the previously mentioned 492 
miles. I don't know if we keep records on the 
longest ride for a new Road Captain candidate, but 
this one certainly exceeded my maiden 370 mile trip 
last year. I'm guessing this is the record. I don't 
know if Larry has a road name, but since Traveler, 
Iceman, Long Bow and I have them, I propose we 
name him Squirmy. He looks like the true long dis-
tance rider, standing, shifting, flexing, and other-
wise moving into every imaginable position while 
he rides, trying to rest one part of his anatomy or 
another. Well done, Larry. It was an excellent ride. 
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OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE. The AMA Women & 
Motorcycling Conference will be held 29 June - 3 
July, in Athens, GA. Keep an eye out for interest-
ing results of the gathering sometime in Aug - Sept 
04. 

ANNUAL RIDE TO WORK DAY. This year National 
Ride to Work Day will be on 21 July. Why ride to 
work? The biggest reason is...it's another opportu-
nity to ride!! 

ANNUAL LEGAL REVIEW. If you haven't, then get 
in the habit of reviewing state motorcycle laws at 
the beginning of every riding season and trip. Look 
for changes in helmet laws, eye protection, speed 
limits, etc., in states that you plan on traveling 
through. You'll find little things like, Maryland is a 
helmet state AND requires reflectorization on the 
helmet. 

ANNUAL TIRE CHECK. Sure we check tires before 
the riding season but you need to go beyond just 
checking to see if they have air and appear to be 
round. Tires will degrade just from sitting in the 
garage over winter. Look for hardening, wear, slick 
spots from cleaning your tires with a petroleum 
based spray cleaner, etc. Look at the entire tire not 
just what you can see at a glance. Check the date of 
manufacture by looking at the number that follows 
the DOT mark on your tire. You'll have a three or 
four digit number. The first number will be the 
month and the last number, the year of manufacture. 
Example: DOT600 means it was made in June 
2000. DOT 1001 means it was made in Oct 2001. 

TIRE ABUSE. Products like ArmorAll degrade your 
tire compound. There are many alternative products 
made for cleaning / shining tires. Try 303 Aerospace 
Protectant available at Boat US, in Arlington 
Heights. Never shine the tread surface of your tires. 
That's as dumb as waxing your brake rotors. 

FAT TIRES. Fat tires are a design fad with some 
limitations. Big 280s and even 300s now, look cool 
but affect the overall handling of your bike. A nar-
row front tire will lean over much easier than a fat 
rear tire. That combination causes the tires to fight 
each other in curves. The back tire takes more lean 
angle than the front tire requires. You lean enough 
to get the rear to turn and your narrow front tire 
might "wash out" (slide) on you. If you go to a fat 
rear tire like a 240, 250, 280 or a 300, take the time 
to get real familiar with your bike's new handling 
characteristics. 

RECALLS. Why the hell does the motorcycle indus-
try and NHTSA issue the majority of recalls at the 
beginning of the riding season and not the end? 
Seems like a sick concept to me... 

Note the following if you, or someone you know 
has one of the following: 

American IronHorse, 2002-2004, models; Classic, 
Legend, Outlaw, Ranger, Stammer, Stalker, Tejas, 
Texas, Chopper, and Thunder. Brake failure. 
NHTSA Recall # 03V521. 

Big Dog, 2003-2004, models: All. Frame cracks. 
NHTSA Recall # 03V535. 

BMW, 2001-2004, models; R and K series. Fuel 
leak. NHTSA Recall # 04V028. 

Harley-Davidson, 2004, model: Dyna Wide Glide. 
Fuel leak. NHTSA Recall # 03V510. 

Honda, 2002-2003, model: Silver Wing (FSC600). 
Handlebar failure. NHTSA Recall # 03V513. 

Kawasaki, 2003-2004, models; Vulcan VN1500, 
VN800. Fuel leak. NHTSA Recall # 04V008. 

Kawasaki, 2003-2004, models; Vulcan VN1500. 
Oil leak. NHTSA Recall # 04V023. 

Triumph, 2002-2004, Brake failure. NHTSA 
Recall # 03V525. 

Yamaha, 2001-2004, model: Road Star Silverado. 
Transmission failure. NHTSA Recall # 
03V309000. 

BIKER CULTURE 
State mottos on license plates can be entertaining 
while riding... 

Arkansas: Literacy Ain't Everything 
California: Our Women Have More Plastic Than 

Your Bike 
Illinois: Don't Pronounce The "S!" 
Kentucky: 5 Million People, 15 Last Names 
Maine: Really Cold But, We Have Cheap Lobster 
Maryland: If You Can Dream It, We Can Tax It 
Minnesota: 10,000 Lakes, 10 Trillion Mosquitoes 
Montana: Land Of The Big Sky, UniBomber, 

White Supremests 
Nevada: Hookers And Poker! 
New Jersey: You Want A F&#$*^@ Motto, I Got 

Your Motto Right Here 
Tennessee: The Edukashun State 
Massachusetts: Marry Anything, Anyone, Anytime 
Wash, DC: Wanna Be Mayor? 
Wisconsin: Deer! It's What's For Dinner 



TOP CATS ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 
June 2004 - September 2004 

Date Time Activity Location Leader 

Tue-Jun-1 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Fri-Jun-4 6:00 PM Beginning Rider Course College of Lake County K. Zawila 
Sat-Jun-5 8:00 AM Top Cats NISRA Fishing Ride Broken Oar, Cary C. Prettyman 
Sat-Jun-5 8:00 AM Beginning Rider Course College of Lake County K. Zawila 
Sun-Jun-6 9:00 AM Wings Poker Run Jesse Oaks Jesse Oaks 
Sun-Jun-6 8:00 AM Beginning Rider Course College of Lake County K. Zawila 
Mon-Jun-7 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Fri-Jun-11 8:00 AM Mississippi River Run Pre-ride BP Station, Routes 47/20/72 J. Haase 
Fri-Jun-18 10:00 AM Top Cats Little Sturgis Egg Harbor, Barrington B. Boand 
Sun-Jun-20 All Day Father's Day Wherever Dad Wants Dad 
Mon-Jun-21 All Day Ride to Work Day 
Sat-Jun-26 7:00 AM Top Cats Three Rivers Ride Broken Oar, Cary D. Schaffer 
Sat-Jul-3 9:00 AM Top Cats Mississippi River Run BP Station, Routes 47/20/72 J. Haase 
Tue-Jul-6 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sat-Jul-10 Midnight Jersey Pine CruisersMidnight Tour TBA JPCruisers 
Mon-Jul-12 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sat-Jul-17 8:00 AM Top Cats SS 450 Redux Mobil, Rt. 12 & Ela, Lake Zurich L. Scalzitti 
Sun-Jul-18 TBA Ride For Kids Allstate, Northbrook Honda Riders 
Club 
Sun-Jul-25 11:00 AM TC Progressive Dinner Ride Heller's, Round Lake C. Prettyman 
Sun-Jul-25 TBA Save-A-Pet Charity Ride TBA JP Cruisers 
7/29-8/1 Milwaukee Motorcycle Rally State Fair Park - West Allis, WI 
Tue-Aug-3 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Wed-Aug-4 8:00 AM Top Cats Big Sturgis Egg Harbor, Barrington B. Boand 
Sat-Aug-14 4:00 AM TC Ride Around Lake Michigan TBD L. Scalzitti 
Mon-Aug-16 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sat-Aug-21 9:00 AM Top Cats 	Big Cat Ride Broken Oar, Cay S. Levy 
Sun-Aug-22 9:00 AM Liberty Run Libertyville Medinah Mtr 
Corps 
Sat-Aug-28 6:00 PM Top Cats Sunset Ride Broken Oar, Cary R. Case 
Tue-Sep-7 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Fri-Sep-10 TBA Wisconsin Dells Rally Chula Vista Resort BMW Club of 
WI 
Sun-Sep-12 9:00 AM Top Cats Fall Charity Ride Duke's Bar and Grill, Wauconda R. Temple 
Mon-Sep-13 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sun-Sep-19 10:30 AM Top Cats President's Ride TBD J. Heniff 

NOTE: Check the web site (www.topcats.org ) and the Hotline (847 622-3501) for details/updates. The 2004 Activities 
Calendar can also be downloaded from the web site but, check for changes frequently. 



SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

www.koozys.com  

1/6°41/6  C  

708.598. 7000 
	

"Meetcha on 
7200 W. 87th Street 
	

the corner!" 
Bridgeview, IL 60455 
	

87th & Harlem 

G- LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	 GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 
	

CELL # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 
	

P.O. BOX 725 
SHEET METAL 
	

LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

HULDEN 

C•O•R•P•O•R•A•T•1•0•N 

From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  
Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 
New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 
1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

AMERIc^  
1-10PEN ROAD 

•MERICA FIRST MOTORCYCLE 

SPECIALUSICI IN AMERICAN MADE MOTORCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 
www.americasopenroad.com  



Minutes of the General Meeting 	Minutes of the Board Meeting 
on May 4, 2004 	 on May 10, 2004 

By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Jim Heniff opened the meeting and introduced guests, 
John Hirth and Andy Konsewicz. 

Treasurer, Don Schaffer, reported we have about 
$10,000 in the bank, and after expected expenses, we 
should have about the same amount in the bank at the 
end of the year. 

Charity Ride Chairperson, Rose Temple, reported that 
we haven't secured a $25,000 title sponsor for the 
Charity Ride, but we are looking for smaller donors in the 
$100, $500, to $1,000 range to step up. SO if you know 
anybody or any company that would step up, please let 
Rose know. Also, she is looking for items to raffle off, like 
gift certificates, or products, so please try to help her out. 

Bob Sgarlata has a source for Harley-Davidson T-Shirts 
with a Bar & Shield on the front and either a Bar & Shield 
on the back or a circular Harley logo. The shirts can also 
be ordered with the Top Cats name inside the Bar & 
Shield logo, AND can be personalized with your own 
name. The shirts cost $25 to $30. If you are interested, 
you can call Janet Riddick, Products Chairperson, for an 
order form. Orders must be pre-paid, and you can order 
up until just after the next meeting in June. 

Ric Case reminded everyone about the May 11 GRASS 
class, and gave his Safety Tip. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick thanked Joe Rabanus for sending him 
photos of the last Top Cat ride to use in Roar. Wayne 
needs more photos to choose from, so please send him 
some of yours relating to club activities. He also asked 
for more articles from members to put into the Roar. Our 
soldiers in Iraq are in need of many things from home, 
among them non-chocolate snacks, writing materials, 
toiletries, and other things. If you'd like to help and send 
items to the soldiers, contact John Lunde who is working 
with Rolling Thunder and VFW groups and he'll fill you in 
on how to go about it. 

Wayne also reported to us on the tragic death of Brian 
Forbes, head of the Medinah Liberty Run, from Jessie 
Oaks Tavern. He was killed in a motorcycle accident in 
Arizona recently, leaving behind a wife and new baby. 

Chris Heller's guest, Traci, also reported on a tragic 
motorcycle accident that one of her friends son that left 
him paralyzed. A benefit to help raise money will be held 
in May. The 50/50 raffle was won by Bill Vernon, and Bill 
donated his winnings to be split between the funds being 
collected for the families of Brain Forbes, and Traci's 
friend. Big Top Cats ROAR to Bill. 

By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Present at the meeting were, Sandy Vernon, Rose 
Temple, John Fraccaro, Chuck Prettyman, Terry 
Kumro, Don Schaffer, Ken Glassman, Jim Krepel, 
Jim Heniff, and Ric Case. 

The Board approved Don Schaffer's Treasurer's 
report on our financials. 

John Hirth, of Vernon Hills, was approved as a Full 
Member, and Andy Konsewicz, of Chicago, was 
approved as an Associate Member. Big Top Cats 
Welcome to both. 

The Board felt that a new procedure was necessary 
for approving future candidates for membership, 
and will follow these new guidelines on a trial basis 
for the balance of the year. 

Candidates for membership will fill out an applica-
tion and submit the appropriate Application Fee 
($75 for Full Membership and $60 for Associate 
Membership). When the candidate has satisfied 
the requirements of attending a GRASS class, 
attended at least 1 ride, and attended an additional 
meeting, the candidate will be considered for mem-
bership. Candidates will not receive the Roar until 
becoming a member. 

John Fraccaro presented Committee Charters for 
the Activities and Safety Committees. The purpose 
of these Charters is to have a written framework 
stating the Objectives, Mission, Responsibilities, 
and Philosophy of each committee. This will be 
helpful to all members who wish to volunteer for 
committees so that they have a clear idea of what 
each committee does and provide a framework for 
how to accomplish the goals. John has spent long 
hours on this project working with the Board, and 
current Committee Chairpersons, and will continue 
to provide these charters for the rest of the 
Committees. 

Communications Director, John Fraccaro, wants to 
remind all members that if you have any questions 
about how anything in the club works, PLEASE call 
him. 



Little Angels....modesty 
By Joe "Diesel" Rabanus & Traveler 

(Traveler): For nearly a half a decade, the Top 
Cats have supported the Elgin H.O.G. annual 
Little Angels Ride. In addition to the many 
members who have supported this ride over the 
years, four Top Cats have consistently invested 
the time and effort to make it happen for us. Joe 
"Diesel" Rabanus, John Lunde, and Geor ge and 
Pam Cumpata have become the focal point for 
our support of the Little Angels Ride that has 
resulted in the Top Cats being recognized as the 
largest participating club for the past two years. 
As a member of Elgin H.O.G., and a Top Cat, 
Joe spends his entire day standing in the parking 
lot at the start and the finish, holding a big 
orange arrow directing parking and...making 
sure that Top Cats have reserved parking at the 
front of the starting line! John Lunde and Dar 
initially organized,promoted, encouraged, and 
led, the Top Cats ride to Little Angels for years, 
regardless of the weather! Pam and George 
Cumpata have led and hosted a breakfast for our 
Club the past two years with 62 bikes in their 
driveway this year! So, what's so unique about 
that? Not one of these folks ever accepts the 
praise and thanx for all the effort that they put 
into making this ride one of our Club success 
stories but, they don't hesitate to thank everyone 
else. A perfect example of this is Joe's e-mail 
to the folks that helped make it a success again 
this year. I think you'll agree that it makes us 
proud of the Club and proud to have members 
like Joe Rabanus, the Lundes, and the 
Cumpatas.... 

Gentlemen: 

Damn, what a great job you did, organizing the 
Tops Cats to help out the kids at Little Angels! 
You set an all-time record for getting Top Cats to 
this year's run. And...to the best of my knowl-
edge...the Top Cats set an all-time recordfor clubs 
showing up at the Little Angels ride, as well. My 
count was 64 (I hope the two girls caught up with 
you guys, somewhere along the route, as they were 
late, and parked all the way on the other side of the 
lot). If you include me in the count, the Top Cats 
headcount was 65. 

To say that Elgin HOG was impressed would be an 
understatementlrom what I heard and observed. 
Sam Grey, who heads up the entire Little Angels 
run for Elgin HOG, and Chris Miller, our Elgin 
H.O.G. President, would like to attend the next Top 
Cats meeting to say a personal Thank You. I'm not 
aware of anyone from HOG doing this in the past, 

so I consider this to be a very special and sincere 
gesture. They would like to present the trophy to 
the club for this year's event, as well as the trophy 
for last year's turnout. Jim Heni I gave Chris 
Miller your number and e-mail address, so she can 
set up the presentation with you. 

George, I saw you guys as you pulled into the park-
ing lot, and it looked like everything went smooth-
ly. I trust the parking people you first talked to 
knew who you were, and quickly pointed you to 
your pre-assigned parking area. Obviously, we 
were ready for you. However, I had hopes you 
would bring along a few Danish or some leftover 
eggs and bacon! Actually, Wayne lent his annual 
helping handlkind act by bringing me a Diet Coke 
on his way back from registration, which always 
helps to wash down the morning's exhaust fumes. 
Sorry I didn't have the opportunity to start the day 
off at your house, as I heard it was great. Thanks 
for your efforts to pull off a great ride on behalf of 
Little Angels. 

Just as an FYI, I apparently parked about 3 ,000 
bikes this year [trust me, it wasn't ME who had to 
count them!). No count on the money yet, but I'll 
advise as the count begins to finalize. 

Again, on behalf of everyone at Elgin HOG...and 
especially all of the kids at Little Angels...thanks 
to everyone for all of their efforts to make this 
such a meaningful day. 

Best, 

Joe Rabanus 

(Traveler): If you haven't taken this ride, get in 
line for next year. If you have, you've been for-
tunate enough to experience the satisfaction of 
supporting another deserving charity, the pride 
of supporting another achievement in Top Cats' 
history, and, once again, the fantastic hospitality 
of Pam and George Cumpata. 



Spring Fling Ride 
April 18, 2004 
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Top Cats - 1999 

By Traveler 

1999 started with around 90 members. The Club was guided 
into a fantastic year with Ric Case as President, George Lax-
VP, Jim Irvine-Treasurer, Wayne Kirkpatrick-Secretary, and 
Vince O'Leary, Sandy Vernon, and Terry Kumro-Directors. 
Dues were still $50 for Regular members and $40 for 
Associates. 

JAN 
Ric Case reported that he, Carl Hart, Vince O'Leary, Traveler, 
Ray Caprio, Tom Eiseman, Dar and John Lunde and Jim 
Tossing represented the Club on another wet, cold ride in the 
Annual Chicago Toys for Tots Ride last month. Dave Plote, Bud 
Burckhardt, Kathy Citko, and Jim Krepel were welcomed as a 
new members. The Board considers allowing members to 
upgrade from Associate to Regular and Brett Bacci presented a 
dynamite Activities Calendar for 1999. 

FEB 
First time in the history of the Club that we had no President's 
Column in ROAR. First time in the history of the Club that we 
had an actual parrot (Peek - A - Boo from Rainforest Cafe) as 
the guest speaker. Bill Wilson and Jeff Breuer join. 

MAR 
Organized by John Lunde, the Top Cats, with Virgo, Traveler, 
Jim & Windy Krepel, and Ric Case visit the Art of the 
Motorcycle exhibit at the Field Museum, then on to the 
Chicago Swap Meet at McCormick Place. George Lax and 
Vince O'Leary were the guest speakers on heating and air con- 
ditioning, and Traveler led a group to Daytona Bike Week 
where gas was $0.89 for premium. On March 28, Virgo led 23 
Top Cats including Bard -Boand, Terry Kumro, Sandy Vernon, 
Craig Martens, George Lax, John Kahles, Barry Hulden, Carl 
Hart, Ray Caprio, John Madura, Traveler, Ric Case, Jordy 
Glazov, Vince O'Leary, and OJ Simpson on our cold, wet, first 
group ride of the year to Kirsch's Restaurant in Lake Geneva. 

APR 
The '98 Fall Charity Ride proceeds of $6,000 were presented to 
NISRA at their annual banquet, by Sandy Vernon. Also attend-
ing were the Maims, Terry Kumro, the Eliasiks, the Vernons, 
the Laxs, the Lundes, Traveler, and Kathy Citko. New members 
included Ric and Cathy Bremer, Susan Tabordon, Pat Michaud, 
Tony Mastrianni, Ruth and Ken Reukaf, Ruth Medema, Jon 
Medura, Paul Bergeson, and Bud Womack. With standing 
room only at O'Traina's, the Club starts a search for a bigger 
meeting place. 30 Top Cats were led by Rik Lowery on a great 
Door to Door ride. 

MAY 
The Board approved allowing membership upgrades on a case 
by case basis and established the requirement for a member to 
have a sponsor. Rich Erschik and Rik Lowery co chair the 
Members-hip Committee and Sandy Vernon takes over the 
Welcoming Committee.John and Dar Lunde organize and lead 
22 Top Cats including, Craig Martens, Traveler, Terry Kumro, 
Bard Boand, Jim Hudmon, and Barry Hulden, on the Little 
Angels Ride. The Board approved $100 for a swimsuit for Sean 
Clancey, the NISRA rep to the International Special Olympics. 
Dar Lunde, Janet and Kevin Riddick, and Randy Moss join the 
Club. 

JUN 
The Board approved a road captain/group riding course, pre-
sented by Traveler, for a July class and approved $1,000 to 
reimburse Barry Hulden for the past two years of publishing 
ROAR for free. Top Cats and NISRA co-host a picnic at 
Langley Park. Sheila and Jordy Glazov led 15 Top Cats includ-
ing the Manns, Eliasiks, Cases, Vernons, Martens, Laxs, 
Kahles' and Terry Kumro and guest on a ride to Door County, 
WI for a romantic weekend. John and Sue Kahles and Craig 
and Linda Martens led and catered the Sunrise Ride on 6 June 
for 23 Top Cats including Bill and Sandy Vernon, Traveler, the 
Laxs, Rob Mann, and Ric Case.John Fraccaro, Paul Roy, Bob 
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Mueller, and Dale Johnson join the Club. Bard Boand leads 271.4 

 Top Cats to the Little Sturgis Rally in Davenport, IA. 

JUL 
The Club announces Oregano's, in Hawthorn Woods, as the 
new meeting place next month. The first Road Captain course, 
taught by Ric Case, Terry Kumro, and Traveler, was attended by 

Mann, Brett Bacci, Ray Caprio, George Lax, Rik Lowry, John 
Lunde, Jim Heniff, Ken Glassman, and Craig and Linda 
Martens. Jim Heiland led 30 bikes to Navy Pier on the, now 

the Martens, Bremers, Caprios, Carl Hart, Traveler, Virgo, Rob 
infamous, Moonlight Ride. Jim Heniff led 25 bikes including, 

Mann, and Terry Kumro, on a ride to White Pines Park. Steve 
Buckley and Bob Hobart join the Club and the Nominating 
Committee for the 2000 slate is Rob Mann - Chair, Brett Bacci, 

17 members including Bard Boand, Virgo, Tom Eiseman, Rob 
0 0 
0 0 

Sandy Vernon, and Virgo. 	 A 
AUG 

The Club has its first meeting at Oregano's and space is still 
limited with the rapid growth of the Club. Our annual 9 Progressive Dinner, with 30 bikes, was led by the Krepels and 
hosted by the Manns, Martens, Eliasiks, and Cases. The Club 0 A made the annual pilgrimage to Sturgis, led by Bard Boand, and 
attended the second Top Cats' wedding, and the first ever, at 
Sturgis. Vito and Lee Racanelli joined the Club and the nomi-
nations for the 2000 Board were announced as Geroge Lax-
President, Wayne Kirkpatrick-VP, Ken Glassman & Rich, 
Erschik-Secretary, Jim Irvine-Treasurer, and Bard Boand-n 
Director. Sandy Vernon and Terry Kumro have one more year 
remaining on their term as directors. 

SEP 
Elections resulted in the 2000 Board comprising Lax-Pres, 
Traveler-VP, Ken Glassman-Sec, Irvine-Treas, Case-Past Pres, 
Virgo-Founder,Vernon, Kumro, Boand-Dirs. Our Sunset Ride 
to Union was a 60 mile route, with the Krepels leading the 
Cases, Rob Mann, Traveler, Susan Tabordon, Laxs, Caprios, 
Virgo, and Lundes among others. Jim krepel co-chairs the 0 
Activity Committee to help the injured Brett Bacci, Dave Bauer 
joins the Club, and Steve Buckley donates $240 from the Rock° 
& Roll Grill Poker Run, to the Club for NISRA. 

OCT 
Committee Chairs for the coming year are: Traveler-Safety, Joe 
Rabanus-Membership, Alicia Kumro-Products, Brett Bacci/Jim 
ICrepel-Activities, Jim Heniff-Programs, Ray Caprio/Ric Case-
Fall Charity Ride, John Eliasik-PR, Barry Hulden-ROAR, 
Vince O'Leary-Sgt at Arms. New members included Mike 
Mallen and Mark Hammer. Crowded conditions at Oregano's 
moves the Club to start looking again for a larger meeting 
place. The Fall Charity Ride was all-day rain and the coldest 
recorded tenmerature but, dedicated members still raised 
$15,000 for NISRA. The Club's first certified road captains 
were recognized and presented their Road Captain Rockers. 
They were Brett Bacci, Virgo, Traveler, Ray Caprio, Jim Heniff, 
Bard Boand, Ric Case, Terry kumro, George Lax, John Lunde, 
Rik Lowry, and Rob Mann. Susan Tabordon led Top Cats John 
Fraccaro, Traveler, John Lunde, Krepels, Rob Mann, Wayne 
Newman, Ed Giuntini, and Stef Levy on the Annual Dukane 
ABATE Toys for Tots Run. 

NOV 	 A 
The Club presented NISRA with a check for $15,000. Virgo 
led 21 Top Cats on a pick up ride to 7 Mile Fair near'. 
Milwaukee. Bob Brizzolara joins the Club. The Board raised 
membership dues for 2000 to $75 Regular, $60 Associate and 
approved paying for the costs of publishing ROAR.. 
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DEC 
John Lunde, Vince O'Leary, Traveler, and Craig Martens rode 
in a cold, 22 degree Chicago Coats for the Homeless Ride. 
Geroge Lax, Tom Eiseman, Carl Hart, Traveler, John Lunde, 
and Jim Krepel rode the wet and snowy Annual Chicago Toys 
for Tots Ride and, had the first Top Cats snowball fight on 
motorcycles. Chuck Prettyman joins the Club and Jim Krepel 
submitted the 2000 Activities Calendar for approval. 
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New Limited Edition 
Top Cats T-Shirts 

By: Bob Sgarlata 

The limited edition shirts pictured here were 
presented at the May meeting. They are avail-
able in black, white & heather gray, sizes S, M, 
L, XL, 2X, 3X, 4X & 5X. These limited edition 
T-shirts are quality made and now available in 
both short & long sleeve. 

They can be ordered with two front options: a 
Personalized Name in a Harley-type bar & 
shield design, and with the Top Cats name in the 
bar & shield design. Both designs are over the 
left breast. 

They are also available in two back options: a 
Harley-type bar & shield design with the Top 
Cats name, and a 2004 Blackhills Classic type 
logo with the Top Cats name. If choosing the 
Blackhills option, the shirt will also say Sturgis 
2004 below the bar & shield design on the front 
chest. 

Mix 'n Match colors, logos, sleeve types, etc. to 
your preference. Order as many as you want, but 
ORDER NOW -- this is a LIMITED EDITION 
OFFERING! 

Cost are as follows: 
Short Sleeve with the Top Cats name on front: 
$25 each 
Long Sleeve with the Top Cats name on front: 
$30 each 

Short Sleeve with Personalized name on front: 
$30 
Long Sleeve with Personalized name on front: 
$35 

The above front options & sleeve options can be 
ordered with either back option. With every pur-
chase, 10% of the selling price is being donated 
to NISRA. 

Orders will be taken by Janet Riddick over the 
phone (847-548-8447) or by email (preferred): 
iriddick@wickes.com . during May. Orders will 
also be taken by Janet and Sue & Bob Sgarlata 
at the June 1 Meeting. After that meeting, we 
will NO longer be offering these shirts ... so 
order NOW! You can write to Bob Sgarlata if 
you have any questions: NFL5151@aol.com  



SALES 
SERVICE 

; CRYSTAL LAKE • 1315459-8000 

LOBE, OIL & 
FILTER CHANGE 

■ 	
s No Appointment Necessary! 	 Up 

Plu tax 
To 5 Qts 

■ SERVICE HOURS 
Mon-Fri 7am-6pm • Sat 8am-12pm 	

Fits most vehicles. Some models slightly highter. 

One coupon per customer. Not valid towards previous or ANY other offers. Valid only at Viking Dodge. Please present coupon prior to service. 

Where Rt. 14 Meets Rt. 176 
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Top Cats - Illinois 
PO Box 1201 
Barrington, IL 60011-1201 

Wayne Kirkpatrick 
105 Cherokee Rd_ 
Algonquin, IL 60102 
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